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Jane Austen Library Programming!

"It is a truth universally 
acknowledged, that a single 
man in possession of a good 

fortune must be in want of…"



Who was 
Jane 

Austen 
and what 

is JASNA?



● 2025 is the 250th Anniversary of her 
birth 1775-1817

● Recent popular period dramas - Bridgerton, Sanditon, Persuasion            
& Tom Jones 

● Royals in news - King Charles, Harry & Meghan
● Promote reading and lifelong learning
● Scholarly and fun programming + community

Why Austen 
Programming Now?



Literary Pioneer

Perfected new novel form

“Free indirect discourse”

Realism 

Tropes



Popular

750 Sense and Sensibility in 1811

Seldom out of print 

30 million sold worldwide

20 million Pride and Prejudice

40 languages



Today’s Readership

Pride and Prejudice 4.28★ 4,073,205 ratings

Persuasion 4.15★ 674,088 ratings

Sense and Sensibility 4.08★ 1,154,727 ratings

Emma 4.04★ 849,666 ratings

Mansfield Park 3.86★ 339,116 rating

Northanger Abbey 3.84★ 385,051 ratings
-Goodreads 10/22/23





Race
● Enslavement
● Diversity



Class
● Social Commentary
● Generational wealth



Human Nature
● Vanity & Pride
● Love and Marriage
● Selfishness
● Gender roles



Types of 
Programs

● Teas
● Games - card, board, trivia
● Dancing or music
● Passive programs/displays

● History/Living History
● Book Discussions
● Crafts/Sewing/Costumes
● Movie showing
● Mini-con/Conferences



● Read slowly
● English professors
● Historians
● Immersive experiences

Dream Jane Austen Book Club



How Austentatious! 
Sense and Sensibility Etiquette, Transportation, 
Carriage Ride

Pride and Prejudice Jane Austen Tour, Dance 
Lesson, Live Music

Emma Lace and Embroidery, “Fun with Frank and 
Jane” 

Mansfield Park Soprano Performance, “Lover’s Vows”

Northanger Abbey Gothic Literature, Fashion Show

Persuasion Royal Navy, 18th C. Medicine, Medical 
Museum 









Jane Austen 
Garden Party





Goucher Day



● More people learn about JASNA
● Library gets customers into library

Hybrid Programming



JASNA
Book Box Program

● Open to schools and community groups in the 
U.S. and Canada that serve children in grades
K-12

● Recipients can customize the books for age 
and program

● Children get to keep the books!

JABookBox@jasna.org



Toolkit



FAQ Sheet
● What is JASNA
● Stats on JASNA
● Mission, Vision and 

Diversity & Inclusion 
Statement



Possible Presenters
Professors

Authors

Podcasters

Performers

Museums

Organizations and clubs

Small businesses



Toolkit Worksheet

● What libraries do you have in your community?
● What type of programs does your library do?
● Why will your community respond to Austen? 
● What are the benefits to the library?
● How can you sell Austen programming - what’s 

your elevator speech?



Have questions? Want to share? 

Jennifer Jones - Maryland

jonesj.1810@gmail.com

Stephenee Borelli - Greater Sacramento

stephborelli@aol.com


